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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR KS JA 

SUB J : ROK/JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT 

BEGIN SUMMARY: ROKS AND JAPANESE SOLVE 12 MILE LIMIT 
PROBLEM. TWO HUNDRED MILE TERRITORIAL SEA PROBLEM NEXT 
ON AGENDA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN AN APPARENTLY SUCCESSFUL COOPERATIVE EFFORT TO 
FACILITATE DIET RATIFICATION OF ROK/JAPAN CONTINENTAL 
SHELF AGREEMENT, ROKG ACQUISCED APRIL 1 1TO JAPANESE 
REQUEST FOR WRITTEN CONFIRMATION THAT SMALL AREA 
COVERED BY BOTH CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT AND 
EXTENSION OF JAPANESE TERRITORIAL SEA TO TWELVE MILES 
COULD BE EXCLUDED FROM CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT 
AREA. ROKG ASSENT TO GOJ REQUEST WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY 
ROKG NOTE REPLYING TO JAPANESE NOTE VERBALE AND 
DELIVERED TO JAPANESE MINISTER MAEDA FOLLOWING WHAT 
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JAPANESE EMBASSY DESCRIBED AS ARDUOUS MEETINGS WHICH 
LASTED UNTIL 10 AT MIGHT ON APRIL 8 AND 9 AND INVOLVED 
A SATURDAY MEETING BETWEEN FONMIN AND JAPANESE AMBASSADOR 
AND A FOUR DAY VISIT TO SEOUL BY GAIMUSHO NORTHEAST ASIA 
DIVISION CHIEF ENDO. ENDO MADE THE TROP TO SEOUL FOR 
EXPRESS PURPOSE OF GETTING ROKG WRITTEN CONFIRMATION AND 
ACCORDING TO BOTH MOFA AND JAPANESE EMBASSY DID NOT 
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ATTEMPT TO DISCUSS OTHER ISSUES WHILE IN KOREA. 

2. ACCORDING TOMOFA ACTING ASIA BUREAU CHIEF KONG 
RO-MYUNG, WHO WAS PRINCIPAL ROK PARTICIPANT IN DISCUSSIONS, 
ROK NOTE RESCUED GOJ FROM STICKY POSITION IN WHICH IT 
FOUND ITSELF WHEN FOREIGN MINISTER HATOYAMA TOLD DIET 
COMMITTEE NOW DELIBREATING CONTENENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT 
THAT ROKG WOULD PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCES THAT AREA 
COVERED BY TWELVE MILE LIMIT WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM 
CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT AREA. AT THAT TIME ROKG HAD 
NOT AGREED TO PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCES. SINCE TWELVE 
MILE TERRITORIAL SEA WAS NOT THEN AN ACCOMPLISHED FACT 
AND ROKG HAD INTENDED TOGO NO FURTHER THAN OFFICIAL 
PRESS STATEMENT TO EFFECT THAT WHEN TWELVE MILE 
JAPANESE TERRITORIAL SEA FORMALLY ENACTED, AREA WITHIN 

IT WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM ROK/JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF 
AGREEMENT. JAPANESE CHARACTERIZED KOREANS AS EXTREMELY 
OFFENDED BY HATOYAMA'S DIET STATEMENT WHICH ROKS 
CHARACTERIZED AS AN AFFRONT TO KOREAN NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY. KONG SAID HE TOOK CONSIDERABLE PLEASURE. 

BEFORE ROK ASSISTNAT MINISTER HANDED OVER NOTE TO MAEDA, 

IN TWEAKING ENDO ABOUT JAPANESE PRESUMPTIOUSNESS AT 
ASSUMING THAT KOREAN POLICY WAS STILL MADE IN TOKYO. 
NONETHELESS KOREANS IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS DID PRACTICAL 
THING BY PROVIDING DESIRED WRITTEN ASSURANCES TO GOJ 
WHICH REPORTEDLY PROVIDED RATIONALE FOR RETURN TO DIET 
COMMITTEE SESSION BY JSP AND RESUMPTION OF DELIBERATIONS 
ON CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SEOUL 03022 140754Z 

3. KONG TOLDEMBOFF APRIL 13 THAT PROSPECTS LOOKED GOOD 
FOR DIET RATIFICATION OF CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMTN. 

JAPANESE PRLCOUNS MABUCHI CONCURRED. SAYING ENDO HAD 
PREDICTED THE ISSUE WOULD EMERGE FROM COMMITTEE APRIL 22 
AND PASS LOWER HOUSE ABOUT APRIL 28. 

4. CONCLUSION OF THIS EMBROGLIO IS TYPICAL OF PRACTICAL 
APPROACH ROKG HAS TAKEN RECENTLY TO SOLUTIONOF ROK/JAPAN 
QUESTIONS. ROK/JAPAN COOPERATION IN RECENT MONTHS IN 
SUCH TOUCHY AREAS AS TOKTO (TAKESHIMA) DISPUTE AND 
CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT IS IN EMBASSY'S VIEW A 
PRODUCT NOT ONLY OF GENERAL NECESSITY PERCEIVED ON BOTH 
SIDES TO GET ALONG, BUT ALSO MORE PARTICULARLY AT THE 
MOMENT OF ROKG LEADERSHIP'S SPECIAL AFFINITY FOR FUKUDA, 

AND PRESENT DIFFUCLUTIES BETWEEN ROK AND U.S.; BECAUSE 

OF LATTER PROBLEMS ROKS DO NOT WANT ALSO TO HAVE DIFFICULTIES 
WITH THE JAPANESE. 

5. BOTH SIDES WILL NEED TO WORK TO KEEP SUCH POSITIVE 
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FACTORS FOREMOST IN MIND, SINCE CIRCUITS PROMISE TO BE 
BUSY WITH HEAVIER THAN NORMAL LOAD OF SENSITIVE ISSUES. 
FOR A START, ENDO WILL BE BACK IN SEOUL APRIL 16-17 FOR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH MOFA ON JAPANESE 200 MILE ECONOMIC ZONE, 
WHICH KOREANS ARE LIKELYTO FIND A DIFFICULT PROBLEM 
TO DEAL WITH. IN ADDITION, TOKDO PROBLEM COULD POP UP 
AGAIN,THERE ARE POLITICAL BRIBERY SCHANDAL PROBLEMS, 

AND THERE IS ALWAYS AN ECONOMIC PROBLEM OR TWO. INDEED, 
CONTINUED PROGRESSION OF ROK- JAPAN PROBLEMS HAS 
JAPANESE EMBASSY HERE SOMEWHAT WORRIED ABOUT EFFECT ON 
BI-LATERAL RELATIONS. GIVEN PRESENT NECESSITY FOR PRIME 
MINISTER FUKUDA TO MAINTAIN DELICATE POLITICAL BALANCE 
IN DIET AND PLACATE OPPOSITON BY ISSUING OCCASIONAL 
CRITICAL STATEMENTS ABOUT KOREA. HOWEVER, THEY SEE LITTLE 
RELIEF IN SIGHT. 

SNEIDER 
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